
CITY OF SALEM BEE KEEPING REGULATIONS 
 

 
Where you can keep bees  

• A home  
• A community garden  
• School-owned property  
• Property owned by a government agency or religious organization  

 
How many bee hives you can have  

• A maximum of five hives per property  
• Up to seven hives is allowed during the months of April through August  

 
Where on your property bee hives can be located 

• In the side or rear yard 
• Meeting minimum setback requirements 

If a hive is within 25 feet of a property line, you must either maintain a flyaway barrier at least six feet in 
height parallel to the property line for a maximum of 10 feet or elevate it at least 10 feet above ground 
level. 
 
Other beekeeping rules 

• Provide a constant supply of water for bees within 15 feet of each hive 
• Ensure comb or wax is not left on the grounds to avoid robbing from other bees or attracting 

predators 
• Keep hives well maintained so that they do not create a nuisance for neighbors (e.g., noise and 

odor) 
 
Exemptions 
You do not have to meet these rules if your property is zoned to allow the keeping of livestock or other 
animals (Residential Agriculture or Exclusive Farm Use). 
 


