
Marion County Utility Placement – Clear Zone Quick Reference 

 

Updated Utility Placement Guidelines 

Utility facilities may be placed within the County rights-of-way, provided they are located outside of 
the applicable clear zone.   

Traditionally, utility facilities were required to be placed at the back of right-of-way.  This updated 
approach provides additional flexibility when facilities cannot be placed at the back of right-of-way.   
 
Determining the Applicable Clear Zone 

The applicable clear zone is based on a roadway’s Average Daily Traffic (ADT).  ADT can be found 
using Marion County's ADT GIS.   

 ADT GIS Guidance: 

o Enter the project address in the search bar and press Enter. 
o Select the roadway segment associated with the project location. 

 The ADT may vary along a roadway; verify the ADT for the specific roadway 
segment where the facility is proposed.  

o A pop-up window will display the ADT for the selected roadway segment. 

Once the ADT has been determined, use the Clear Zone Table to identify the applicable clear zone 
distance. 

If a utility facility cannot be placed outside of the applicable clear zone, the Roadside Facility 
Placement Review Process is required prior to approval. 

Clear Zone Table 

Road 
Surface  

Curb
? 

Fog Line or  
Bike Lane 

Stripe? 

Measure Clear Zone 
From 

Minimum Clear Zone Distance* 
Based on Average Daily Traffic Volumes 

(ADT) 

<400 400-
2,000 

>2,000 
(non-
NHS) 

>2,000 
(NHS**) 

Paved  

Yes n/a Face of curb 6’ 
No Yes Center of white stripe 

6’ 7-10’ 10’ 16’ No No 
Edge of asphalt 

surface 
Gravel n/a n/a Edge of gravel surface 

* For curbed roads, minimum clear zone is assumed to be equal to lateral offset (AASHTO Roadside Design 
Guide). 

**National Highway System includes the following roadways: 

• McKay Road, Yergen Road, and Ehlen Road (from OR219 to I-5) 
• Cordon Road (from Hazelgreen Road to Caplinger Road) 
• Hazelgreen Road (from OR99E to Cordon Road) 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprotect.checkpoint.com%2Fv2%2Fr01%2F___https%3A%2F%2Fexperience.arcgis.com%2Fexperience%2Fec77e183c28a44aeb14d5553fed1e64d___.YzJ1OnppcGx5ZmliZXI6YzpvOjc3NTIwNWE1YmQxNTdiNWYwMTkzNzVhZTc2YmFiYjIwOjc6MTRhNjo2OTc2MjhmZWNlYzgyNzI0MDNjOTdlZDhlZDBkMjJlNDA1NGJhNDkwNGVlYTI2N2QwYzA1ZDk3MjBmODZhNjU3Omg6VDpO&data=05%7C02%7CTMPowell%40co.marion.or.us%7C2d650ee90ab7432f602208dee3869245%7C716bee548eb846d6a6289178fc88015e%7C0%7C0%7C639198364305439762%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JQHmELu%2BNDmE5wnfKDv2DJuSlzSRGe6A8oNh1BbZ1ko%3D&reserved=0


• Lancaster Drive in Salem UGB (County portions from OR 99E to ODOT jurisdiction just north 
of Devonshire Avenue, and from Center Street to Salem City limits just north of Rickey 
Street) 

• Silverton Road, McClaine Street, and C Street in Silverton (from Salem City limits just east 
of Fisher Road to OR214 in Silverton) 

 
Measurement Guidance 

Marion County’s Utility Site Plan Measurement Guidance provides direction for determining the 
appropriate measurement practices to meet the applicable clear zone distances. 

 

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.co.marion.or.us/PW/Engineering/permit/Documents/Utility%20Site%20Plan%20Measurement%20Guidance.pdf

