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Waste Reduction Coordinator 



 
 

 In Marion County, food waste accounts for 20% (by 
weight) of total waste disposed. 

 

More than 70% of the total waste from restaurants 
and grocery stores could be composted.  

 

Why Food? 



 

Collaboration Between  

Mid-Valley Garbage & 

Recycling Association 

Marion County  

Environmental Services 

• Inform customers of service 
• Add service to customer’s account 
• Provide exterior containers 

 

 
 

• Provides educational materials 
 Stickers and Posters 
 Frequently Asked Questions  
 Employee Training guide 

 

• Technical Assistance 
 Employee presentation 
 Assist with disposal station setup 

 

• Free promotion of program participants 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 2010 Downtown Salem: Republic Services 
 Cascade Baking 

 Bentley’s Grill 

 The Grand Hotel 

 2011 Northeast Salem: Suburban Garbage Service 
 McGrath’s Fish House 

 Hometown Buffet 

 Roadhouse Grill  

 Red Robin 

 2012 Salem-Keizer School District 
 

 

 

 

History of Service  



 

Materials   

 
These materials are available to 
businesses for FREE. 

 



 

We currently have 104 participants.  

 48 Businesses 

 56 Schools 
 42 Elementary Schools 

 13 Middle Schools 

 1 High School 

Results 
 



 
Salem Keizer School District 

 Program was started in 2012 

 In 2014 all elementary schools were participating. 

 2015-16 All middle schools came on board. 

 2016 South Salem High became a participant. 

 

Food Waste Collection in Schools 



 

Materials Provided 



 

Sorting Station 

Before After 



 

 In the 2013-2014 school year SKSD diverted 8.54 tons 
per week.  

Bringing the diversion rate to about 333.01 tons per 
year.  

 

 In the same year SKSD experienced an estimated 
savings of $22,644. 

 

 

Food Waste Diversion  



  
 Defining the program 

• Keep it simple  
• Create an implementation plan 
 

 Top-down Leadership 
• Principals 

• School Staff 
• Students 
 

 Involvement  
• Have the green team or sustainability club take the lead 
 

 

 Communication 
• Have open communication with all parties 

• Make sure everyone knows their tasks and responsibilities 
• Recognize success  

 

 

 
 

 

What make a program successful? 



 

Program in Action 



 
 Residential mixed organics collection is now 

available in  
 Salem 

 Keizer 

 Woodburn 

 Silverton  

 Stayton 

 Turner 
 

 Update our materials and find new ways to keep the 
program growing. 
 

 Get more businesses and schools to participate in our 
commercial composting program. 

 

 

 

Next Steps 

Silverton’s Environmental 
Management Committee has expressed 
interest in expanding food waste 
collection to commercial accounts.  



 

Thank you! 

Griselda Puga  
Waste Reduction Coordinator 

gpuga@co.marion.or.us 
503-566-4159 

mailto:gpuga@co.marion.or.us

