

The mission of the Marion County Youth Voice group is to empower youth to make an impact on the health and wellbeing of the community through participation in local, youth-led collaborative and educational opportunities. Youth Voice participants will work to design and implement a project that addresses mental health or substance abuse issues with their peers and community.  Marion County Health & Human Services Public Health is looking to select youth, representing a diverse group of individuals from geographical areas within Marion County.  An application and interview process will be utilized to select final youth who will be serving in the 2026 - 2027 Youth Voice group.  

Who can apply?  
High school students who live in Marion County, ages 14-18.  
What will they do?  
Participants will serve as student representatives for their local community to bring a teen perspective to prevention and health promotion efforts. They will participate in leadership and subject matter training with Health & Human Services staff, their peers, and other members of the community. They will actively participate in the planning, organization and delivery of health promotion programs for youth and families served by the Health & Human Services Department.
Activities and events planned, will focus on building skills that reduce risk factors and increase protective and supportive factors that have been shown to prevent youth substance use including tobacco, alcohol and other drugs such as opioids. Projects will have a strong focus on improving overall mental health and wellbeing. Participants will implement projects in partnership with Adult Champions in Marion County and may include presentations to community leaders, students, and the public. 

Where will they meet?  
Youth will meet once a month in person at a local business, school or MCHHS office as determined by selected youth members location, availability and comfort.  These meetings will rotate locations each month so that all students involved take turns traveling.  Additional meetings will be scheduled monthly using a virtual platform or as agreed by youth. Youth will be expected to participate regularly, and to attend at least 80% or more of scheduled meetings and activities. Health & Human Services staff will work with youth to coordinate best times to meet. **Note transportation to and from any events is the responsibility of the individual. Transportation is not provided by Marion County.

When does the group meet? 
This is the first year of this group, and we are excited to offer the opportunity to serve from August 2026 through June 2027. This term includes recruitment, applications and personal interviews. Generally youth will dedicate 4 -6 hours per month to the group. During the project period, groups may meet 2-3 times per month. Activities may include creating materials, planning events and assisting in project implementation, as well as preparation for and selection of new Youth Voice participants. 

Benefits: 
By participating, students will gain leadership experience through project-based service-learning activities. They will develop collaborative relationships with their peers from other parts of Marion County. They will build skills and knowledge around health, resilience, and prevention, as well as project planning, public speaking, and positive social norms. 

Stipends of $100/quarter may be provided to students on a quarterly basis as long as they meet the participation requirements. (Please note that amounts of $600 or more per calendar year will be reported to the IRS as income. Students may choose to decline the stipend) 
Other considerations:

Is this a good fit for your interests and availability? Please list the activities you plan to participate in during the 2026-2027 school year. For example: babysitting younger siblings, high school swim team, volunteering, etc. 
Questions? Contact Marie Little at (971) 382-2460 or via email at: mlittle@co.marion.or.us 
Applications packet including the completed Youth Voice Application, Parent Permission form and Letters of Recommendation are due June 30, 2026, at midnight. Partial applications, or applications received after the deadline will not be considered. 

A. Student Information
1. Full Name:

2. Email Address: 
3. Cell Phone Number:

4. Where will you attend high school for the 2026-2027 school year? 
5. What is your current grade and age (as of May 2026)? 

B. Short Answer Questions 
Tell us about yourself and strengths you will bring to Youth Voice. Please answer  all questions, answers must be 250 words or less.
1. Why are you interested in being part of Youth Voice (YV)?  

2. How will being on the Youth Voice support your personal development and future goals? 
3. What makes you a good candidate to represent your community as a member of the group? What are some of your strengths or experiences you can share?
4. One of the goals of Youth Voice is to help our team develop activities to prevent youth substance use including tobacco, alcohol and other drugs such as opioids. Projects will have a strong focus on improving overall mental health and well-being. Why does this interest you? 
5. Are you already involved with youth leadership groups? How would you work to bring information and activities from Youth Voice back to this group? 
6. Are there additional details you would like to provide reviewers about your background? Have you overcome challenges, gained special skills, or had unique life experiences that have prepared you to serve on the committee? 

7. Would you be comfortable sharing health related information with your peers and bringing feedback back to the group? 

8. We understand you are balancing varied commitments and demands of your time. In addition to the Youth Voice group, what other activities you plan to participate in during the 2026-2027 school year. For example: babysitting younger siblings, high school swim team, volunteering, etc.
C. Letter of Recommendation 
In addition to submitting this application, a teacher, mentor, coach, or other adult (non-family member) will need to provide a letter of recommendation describing why you would be a great Youth Voice member. The letter of recommendation can be sent to Marie Little via email mlittle@co.marion.or.us or by mail to Marion County Health & Human Services Prevention Team, 3160 Center Street, Salem OR 97301. The letter must be received by June 30, 2026, in order to be considered.
Helpful hints: It is a good idea to reach out to the adult who will be writing the recommendation letter in advance of the application deadline to give them time to write the letter on your behalf. If you wish, you can also invite adults you trust to proofread your essay questions and offer feedback before you submit your final version.   
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