	Minutes 	
	[image: ]Mental Health Advisory Committee 
December 4th, 2025 12:00 PM– 1:00 PM
In-Person: 2045 Silverton Rd NE, Suite A, Salem, OR 97301 in the Ohana Conference Room 
  Recorder: Ryth Haney

	Attendees:  ☒ Jackie Follis, Chair   ☒ Christina McCollum, Co-Chair   ☒ Dr. Leon Harrington   ☒ Michael Mann   ☒ Earlene Camarillo  
☐ Serenia Dotson   ☒ Dean Howes   ☒ Teresa Joslin   ☒  Karla Hunter   ☐ Maria Torres  ☒ Sharma Owens
Staff:     ☒ Phil Blea    ☒ Debbie Wells    ☒ Ryan Matthews    ☐ Laura Sprouse    ☒ Ryth Haney (R)   
Guests:  ☐ Brandon Jordan  ☒ Nancy Pine  ☒ Michele Morgan

	Agenda Item
	Notes

	Call Meeting to Order & Approve Minutes
	Minutes from November approved as written.
January MHAC Meeting rescheduled to 1/8

	Update on Healthcare Funding Challenges
	· The federal shutdown has ended, SNAP benefits have been distributed
· There are still significant layoffs and budget cuts, and there are many providers still in negotiations with PacificSource
· Changes currently being felt at the county level are all due to Oregon state budgeting. Effects from recent federal policy changes generally haven’t reached the county yet
· Starting January 1st, Salem Clinic will only be accepting PacificSource for OBGYN care
· Marion County does not expect to cut any services or programs, but may pause expansion on some services or programs

	VETCare – Nancy Pine
	· VETCare has multiple programs for veterans in Marion and Polk county that provide transitional housing, suicide prevention, and critical intervention
· VETCare’s contract for funding their suicide prevention program will not extend beyond January 1st, and the program will close after January 31st
· VETCare’s transitional housing program is a 30 bed facility that provides transitional housing for male veterans
· The transitional housing program has high barriers for entry. Individuals can stay in the facility for up to 2 years
· Individuals are provided with case management, mental health support, peer support, meals, job assistance, SSI assistance, healthcare plan assistance, and housing assistance when individuals are ready to transition out of the program
· Transitional housing can be essential to allow chronically unhoused individuals a safe space to adjust to housed living
· Transitional housing fees are 30% of the individual’s income, no higher than $600 total
· 30% is based on the fees for individuals renting with Section 8 or other common housing vouchers
· Program fees have occassionally been used to assist the individual, such as creating a savings account for them with the funds
· Support staff check in with individuals for up to 6 months after they move out of transitional housing, to assist with the transition
· VETCare works directly with property managers to advocate for individuals who may have had previous difficulties with renting, and can provide classes on being a good tenant to individuals
· Social events and social networking have shown to have the largest impact on mental health
· VETCare will reapply for the next VA grant available to them next year in October to hopefully reopen their suicide prevention program
· 480 individuals have been served by their suicide prevention program
· Tours of the VETCare facility are welcome to anybody who would like to get involved
· Eligibility factors include:
· Individuals must be veterans
· An individual must not have had bad conduct or a dishonorable discarged
· Individuals must have served 180 days of active duty outsid eof training
· Federal Reserves and National Guard members are not considered veterans unless they have been in active combat
· Any time spent by State Reserves working to remedy the effects of natural disasters is counted as active duty
· The best way the average citizen can support the veteran population is to call their congresspeople to express their opinions
· VETCare will be coordinating with the VA in Portland to find alternatives for the individuals currently in their suicide prevention program
· VETCare has a large store of resources they will be sending out to individuals currently in their suicide prevention program to assist them after the program closes
· A VETCare office recently burned down on Beverly and Lancaster due to an electric fire, causing a major loss of records

	Insight Northwest – Michele Morgan




	· Michele Morgan and Josh Gotlib from Insight Northwest Recovery presented about their program

	Agenda Topics for Next Month
	· Workforce updates
· Discovery Academy
· Marion County Mental Health offices cycle of internships/eligibility/etc
· How mental health providers interface with kids in schools
· Marion County Jail mental health support given to current inmates and those transitioning out

	
	Meeting Adjourned at 1:00pm

	RESPONSIBLE PARTY
	ACTION ITEM

	
	



Next Meeting: 1/8/26


Be sure to follow MCHHS on Facebook (@MarionCountyHealth) [image: ] and Twitter (@MarionCo_Health) [image: ] to see what we're up to!
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