	Minutes 	
	[image: ]Mental Health Advisory Committee 
February, 6th 2025 12:00 PM– 1:00 PM
In-Person: 2045 Silverton Rd NE, Suite A, Salem, OR 97301 in the Ohana Conference Room 
  Recorder: Alex Copeland

	Attendees:   |_| Dr. Leon Harrington      |X| Michael Mann     |_| Kristin Kuenz-Barber, Co, Co-Chair      |X| Jackie Follis, Co, Co-Chair    |_| Earlene Camarillo                            |_| Serenia Dotson     |X| Christina McCollum   |X| Dean Howes
Staff:    |X| Phil Blea      |X| Debbie Wells      |X| Ryan Matthews    |X| Laura Sprouse     |X| Alex Copeland (R)
Guests:   |X| Teresa Joslin   |X|  Karla Hunter  |X| Maria Torres  |X| Kelly Martin  |X| Christina Bertschi

	Agenda Item
	Notes

	Call Meeting to Order & Approve Minutes
	The committee did not have a quorum to approve January’s minutes. January minutes will be reviewed at the March meeting. 

	MHAC Co-Chair Vote
	· The committee members voted via paper ballot and remotely via email for the co-chair position. Results will be shared at the March meeting. 

	Mid-Valley Suicide Prevention Coalition Presentation
	· Laura Sprouse & Kelly Martin



	Marion County Housing Programs Presentation
	· 
Christina Bertschi



	
	Meeting Adjourned at 1:00pm

	RESPONSIBLE PARTY
	ACTION ITEM

	
	



Next Meeting: March 6th, 2025


Be sure to follow MCHHS on Facebook (@MarionCountyHealth) [image: ] and Twitter (@MarionCo_Health) [image: ] to see what we're up to!
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Kelly Martin, MPH
Mental Health Promotion Suicide Prevention Coordinator
Marion County HHS.
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The Power of Social Connection

Partnering with MCHHS Problem Gambling program and
Nirmala Dhar, the Older Adult Behavioral Health
Initiative Project Director, to hold two events in Marion
County

e March 20™" from 9-12:00 at Silverton Senior
Center

 May (TBD) at the Center 50+ in Salem.





Signs of Hope

* Beganin 2022

- Continue outreach to partners, coalition members,
Salem Rotary, schools

- Obtained free signs from OHA

 Focusing on specific areas fostering community
engagement
. . . 4 atter ¥ ¥ LifelsBetterE—‘
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Additional projects:

Proclamation with BOC for Mental
Health Awareness month

Youth sports outreach
QPR Class Support

Supporting 15t Responders with 988
materials and education

Coordination of the Mid-Valley Suicide
Prevention Coalition






Thank youl!

Kelly Martin

kmartin@co.marion.or.us
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Our Mission

— -

Our mission is to assist individuals
and families facing serious and
persistent mental illness, substance
use disorders, and/or
intellectual/developmental
disabilities. We strive to help them
find, afford, and maintain long-term,
safe, and secure housing.
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Agenda

* Introduction

* Long Term Housing Programs
e Short Term Housing Programs
e Supportive Services

* Section 8 Housing Voucher
Preference

e Summary

* Questions






Rental Assistance
Program History

HOW IT ALL STARTED

Rental Assistance programming began as a grant
provided by the Oregon Health Authority (OHA). OHA
recognized that individuals with serious and persistent
mental illness needed further intervention to live
independently. What began as a pilotin 2014, became
permanently funded in 2018. What started as a program
to support individual adults later grew to provide help
for youth and families.






Following the Housing
First Model

* Immediate access to permanent housing with no
readiness requirements

* |ndividual choice and self determination
* Recovery oriented; Harm reduction
* Person-Centered

* Social and community integration

* Trauma Informed





The rental assistance
programs provide long term
rental subsidy and support to
individuals who have a
serious and persistent Care
mentalillness. The programs =1 i = tion . .
are designed to provide long- =1e ducatio Coordination
term support to individuals
and families so they may live
as independently as
possible. Qualified Mental
Health Associates (QMHA) Case
help individuals and families

achieve this long-term Management
success by providing:

Skills Training

Peer Support Barrier Removal

Long Term Housing Programs






Rental Assistance Programs

Youth Rental Assistance
Program (YRAP)

e serves individuals ages 17-25 years

Rental Assistance

Program (RAP) e Serves individuals 26 and older

Family Rental Assistance J Th:hhefad olf hous:Eold |sttlhe ptrlmary partlcllpanc: L
e The family must have at least one unemployed chi
Program (FRAP) under the age of 18






Rental Assistance Program Eligibility

01

Participant must be
diagnosed with a Serious
and Persistent mental
illness (SPMI)

¢ Individual must have a recent (within
12 months) Mental Health
Assessment

0

Must meet criteria for one of
the following:

e Homeless or at risk of becoming
homeless

¢ Transitioning from the Oregon State
Hospital

e Transitioning from a licensed
residential setting

03

Participant must be at risk
of reentering a licensed
residential or hospital
setting if unable to access
supportive housing






MCHHS Housing Programs provides housing
navigation to assist individuals and families in
finding affordable housing based on their individual Case Care

needs. The Housing Navigation Specialists assist Management [l Coordination
participants in gaining independence by providing
individualized creative solutions to reduce barriers
to services and resources. Program participants are  E/5 0 Barrier

a partner in the housing navigation process, which Education Removal
aids in the long-term success once the acquisition Sl
of housing is achieved. Each housing navigatoris a
QMHA and works with the participant to provide Resource Home

support through: Connection Ownership
Resources

Skills Training

LCHET (Y
Services

Short Term Housing
Programs






Neighborhood
& Built
Environment

Economic Health &
Stability Social
Determinants
of Health

Health Care

Social &
Education Community
Context

Benefits Eligibility

To qualify, at least
one individual in
the family must

meet the
following criteria:

e Outreach and Engagement
e Tenancy services for up to 18 months or longer if needed
e Rent and utilities for up to 6 months (including arears)
¢ Benefits expandin 2026
o Pre-Tenancy Services
o Application fees
o Deposit Assistance
o Pantry and household items

Be an Oregon Health Plan (OHP) or Open Card member

e Must meet at least one of the following clinical risk factors:
o Mental Health condition
o Substance Use Disorder
o Intellectual and/or Developmental Disability

¢ Have a lease or written rental agreement

* Household income is 30% or less of the average yearly income where
you live; and

e Lack the resource or support to prevent homelessness

HRSN Eligibility





Oregon Department of

Human Services
(ODHS) Housing
Navigation Program

Eligibility:

. Open Child Welfare case, or TANF

*  Approved by ODHS

. Must have a voucher or employment

The program does not provide rental
assistance

. Families may be eligible for HRSN benefits

Services Provided:

Housing Navigation to retain or obtain housing
Basic Skills Training

$1,500 in barrier removal assistance

Case Management

Care Coordination

Housri1ng Navigation Specialist will work directly with case worker or family
coac

Services for up to 6 months





Supportive Services

e Tenant Education Classes

Background Checks

Barrier Removal

Transportation Resources

HRSN Home Modification and/or Remediations





Tenant Education Classes

Renters attend a 6-session, trauma-informed, housing readiness education class,

where they work closely with housing specialists and peers to:

Accept Fulfill their goal

responsibility Create a Prioritize Develop a Understand the Maintain Communicate e — g
p Repair credit workable . housing search  application and appropriate effectively with
for pastrental housing needs . . successful
budget plan rental process housekeeping their landlord

issues renter

Participants receive a Certificate of Completion at the end of the training. This
certificate can be presented to landlords as proof of their achievement and is

recognized by landlords as mitigation for poor credit. Individuals may be eligible for
additional barrier removal benefits upon completion.






Barrier Removal Funds

Housing Programs provides financial assistance to individuals who are enrolled and engaged in a
MCHHS program, and have a Serious Mental Illness (SMI) or SPMI, Substance Use Disorder*,
and/or Intellectual and/or Developmental Disability* with the following housing barrier removal
supports:

Security deposits
Rental application fees
Transportation expenses associated with obtaining permanent housing
Hoarding or cleaning expenses associated with maintaining housing
Storage expenses associated with obtaining permanent housing (maximum of 1 month)
Hotel voucher as short-term shelter (maximum of 10 nights)
o Individuals must have a permanent plan for housing to receive these funds.

*Due to available funding, individuals must complete a tenant education course to receive funding





Background Checks

As a part of the Community Impact Grant, we will
be able to complete a tenant background check to
identify barriers before applying for permanent
housing.

Housing Programs will be partnering with the
Marion County Housing Authority (MCHA) to utilize
their software to complete these background
checks on any individual applying for housing that
may have unknown or undisclosed barriers.

This will allow the housing navigation specialists to
create a portfolio to go along with a housing
application, increasing the chances the person will
become housed.






Transportation Resources

Pacific Source provided the Housing Programs with * To qualify for the transportation fund,
funding to support individuals enrolled with the individual must meet the
transportation resources. This funding is in addition following criteria:

to the WHC Community Impact grant and will

. . * Enrolled in any MCHHS program
provide bus passes, two or three-wheeled bicycles,

safety equipment, bicycle locks, and more. The « Have SPMI, SUD, SSI, or SSDI
HUB will supply the bicycles and help educate the .
rider on the bicycle’s basic functions. * Needthe transportation for:
o Employment or housing related
activities

o To maintain health related
appointments





If any individualis enrolled in any Housing Program and needs a home
modification and/or remediation, that is needed to treat, ameliorate, or prevent
a member’s health condition our navigators can assist with this process.

Home modifications may include the following:
* Ramp installment
 Gripbars

* Door and cabinet handles for members having difficulty due to dexterity
issues

Home remediations may include the following:
* Pest eradication
* |nstallation of washable curtains or synthetic blinds to prevent allergens
* Chore service (some exclusions may apply)

HRSN Home Modification
and Remediations






Section 8 Housing Voucher

Preference

e Completed Cover Sheet is required
for processing

e Completed packet can be found on

Marion the intranet

¢ Available to anyone experiencing
Coun ty homelessness Salem
HO s . g * Or can be transitioning from a HOUSIng
usin housing program (ex RAP) .
* Must be engaged in services and is AUthOrlty

Authority

receiving regular contact from the
service provider from MCHHS,
Parole and Probation, or Juvenile.

¢ 10 vouchers total

e Completed Cover Sheetis
required for processing

¢ Packet will be completed by a
Housing Programs Navigator

¢ Available to individuals or
families who have been
receiving services and housed
for a minimum of 6 months

e Typically, referrals will come
directly from Housing
Programs, but we will process
referrals from other programs
if we can verify program
engagement and positive
rental history

¢ 15 vouchers total





How to apply?

Complete referral form located on the intranet or internet

e Completed referral forms may be emailed to: HHS-Housing@co.marion.or.us
e Fax completed referral forms to (503) 588-5367 - ATTN: Housing Programs
* A Mental Health Assessment must be attached if applying for long term rental assistance

MCHA Section 8 Housing Voucher packet can be found on the intranet

e Completed packets need to be sent to HHSSpecialPreferenceVoucher@co.marion.or.us

e If the packet does not include the required documents listed on the checklist, and/or the application
isincomplete, it will be sent back to the case manager

Forms to apply for barrier removal funds, transportation requests, or information

on the tenant education classes can be found on the intranet






Housing Programs
Team

Christina Bertschi, Program Supervisor, Nike
Neuvenheim, Program Coordinator, Anna
Maceira, Clinical Supervisor 2, Sarah
Zitzelberger, Family Housing Navigator, Kathy
Henderson, Housing Coordinator, Tina Babb,
YRAP Housing Navigation Specialist, Annette
Jensen, Housing Navigation Specialist, Eva
Pittmann, Peer Support Specialist, Kris Hardy,
Lead Housing Navigation Specialist, Matthew
Mischke, Office Support Specialist 3






Summary

Housing Programs strives to provide a service that
meets the unique needs of individuals who face
housing insecurity. Our methods are evidenced
and research based. We work together as ateam to
identify solutions for a complex problem, that is
homelessness. Our Housing Navigation Specialists
work in tandem with case managers, skills trainers,
therapists, wrap facilitators, supportive
employment specialists, service coordinators, and
more to ensure that we are not perpetuating
system’s trauma, but working to solve it.
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