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Consider a Board Order Authorizing the Use of Alternative Contracting Procedures

March 25, 2025

10 min Ryan Crowther 503.365.3112

Approve the attached Board Order providing an exemption to Marion County Public Contracting 
Rules (MCPCR) and authorizing the use of Alternative Contracting Procedures for the 
design-build delivery of the Canyon Alerts Project, following the receipt of public comment during 
a duly noticed public hearing.

Marion County received a $1,800,000 Community Oriented Policing Services Office (COPS)  
Technology and Equipment Program (TEP) grant to develop and acquire effective equipment, 
technologies, and inter-operable communications to assist in alerting communities in emergency 
situations. 

Public Works is recommending the use of design-build project delivery, an alternative contracting 
method allowed under MCPCR Sections 40-0600 to 40-0690 and Oregon Revised Statute (ORS) 
279C.335 should the Marion County Contract Review Board determine it is in the best interest to 
do so.

All project costs will be paid using federal TEP funds. There will be no direct
costs to Marion County.

Construction of the proposed alerting system will provide a reliable means to deliver public safety
communications in areas of the North Santiam River Canyon that, due to rugged terrain, are not
well served by commercial cell phone systems and commercial radio stations, which may hinder
the delivery of public notifications and messaging during times of emergency.
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BEFORE THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
FOR MARION COUNTY, OREGON 

 
In the matter of granting an exemption ) 

   allowing the use of an alternative solicitation ) 
pursuant to the Marion County Public ) 
Contracting Rules for a public improvement )         

 
ORDER NO. ___________ 

 
This matter came before the Marion County Board of Commissioners, acting as the Marion 

County Contract Review Board (“Board”), at its regularly scheduled public meeting on Wednesday, 

April 23, 2023. 

WHEREAS, the Board finds that Marion County Public Works Department seeks an 

exemption from Marion County Public Contracting Rules, pursuant to Sections 40-0600 to 40-0690, 

which provide for the use of alternative contracting methods for public improvements as may be 

directed by the Board of Commissioners under ORS 279C.335; and 

WHEREAS,   Section 40-0620 allows the Board to direct the use of alternative contracting 

methods as an exception to the prescribed public contracting practices in Oregon and its use must be 

justified in accordance with public contracting code and Marion County Public Contracting Rules; and 

WHEREAS, the Public Works Department seeks to use a special procurement as an  

alternative contract method solicitation under Marion County Public Contracting Rules Section 40-

0690 as an alternative contract method for the Canyon Alerts Project (“Project”), which the Board of 

Commissioners must authorize the use of competitive proposals under the competitive bidding 

requirement of ORS 279C.335; and 

WHEREAS, the Board has received justification and testimony during the properly noticed and 

scheduled public hearing on April 2, 2025, and finds the use of an alternative procurement 

solicitation, as outlined in Exhibit A, for the Canyon Alerts Project is justified and consistent with 

the Marion County Public Contracting Rules; now, therefore, 



 IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the Board adopts the findings attached hereto as 

Exhibit A and grants an exemption to allow the use of an alternative solicitation process for 

the C a n y o n  A l e r t s  P r o j e c t  and issue a competitive bidding solicitation for the Public 

Works Department Project. 
 

 
DATED this 23rd day of April 2025. 

 
MARION COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS 

 

 
 __________________________________________ 
 Chair 
 
 

 __________________________________________ 
 Commissioner 
 
 

 __________________________________________ 
 Commissioner 
 
Original: Clerk 
cc: BOC 
 Finance 


















