


 

 

 
 
Youth Employment Grant update, September 2024 
 
Program funded by Marion County Board of Commissioners 
 
Summary: 
To date, 19 companies have applied to participate in the program. These 19 businesses indicated they would 
hire as many as 53 youth between the ages of 14 and 17. To date, four businesses have been approved to 
participate and 11 youth workers have completed the self-assessment. 
 
WWP has reimbursed four employers, who have hired nine youth, for a total of $2785.20 for 557.04 hours. 
 
Overview: 
With the new contract, executed June 15th, Willamette Workforce Partnership (WWP) implemented new 
elements to the program. These additions include assistance from WWP in accessing suitable work for 
interested youth and an Employability Skills self-assessment.  
 
To access WWP assistance in finding suitable work, youth can complete a simple online form showing their 
interest in working. The completed forms come to Dean Craig, Business Services Director, who reviews them 
and reaches out to the youth via phone and/or email. When contact is made, Dean has a discussion with the 
youth about their work interests and attempts to locate suitable work. To date, five applications have been 
completed in this manner, and one youth responded to attempts to contact. After a phone discussion and 
email exchange with that youth, including a resume review, suitable employment for this participant was not 
identified.    
 
The second new element of this program is a self-assessment of the youth’s Employability Skills. WWP created 
this assessment based on a request from the Board of Commissioners and their desire to learn if working 
helped the youth improve these employability skills. The assessment was built based on the Oregon 
Employability Skills (oregonemployabilityskills.org) (Oregon Employability Skills). This survey will be conducted 
early in the youth's work and again near the end of their employment.  Once both surveys are collected, WWP 
will analyze the data and assess how the experience of working has influenced the youth’s view of 
employability skills. 
 
 

https://www.oregonemployabilityskills.org/
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