HOW TO DO A WASTE AUDIT
Materials:

One day of garbage

One day of garbage Transparent bags & bucket Clipboard & Paper




\ Paper Towels

Non-recyclable

-Plastlc . @ Plastic ‘

¥ Compostable
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~eDon’t do audits outside unless it's a dry & calm day.

«Separate by area (classrooms, cafeteria, bathrooms,
hallways, kitchen, and after school events).

*Explain why we do audits

*Spread signs around the edge & explain what goes in each
category.
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’ L AR Only me sur volume of bathroom waste & pull out
_ .- . non-food items from cafeteria waste.
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*Repeat the previous steps for each area until you have

finished sortlng all of the garbage (except bathrooms)
N S




*Next have the students weigh
each bag of garbage. Fish
scales work well, but another
(less accurate) method is a
bathroom scale.

*Ask students to estimate the
volume. Have them think of a
milk jug or use a 5 gallon
bucket.

*Record the weights & volumes
separately for each area that
you collect garbage.




g%-% at the end of the activity!




Classrooms, cafeteria & hallway
garbage

Approx. W of
Volume Total Sub-Total
(gallons) | Volume | % (Weight)

Recyclables i

Mixed Paper (mail, magazines,
newspaper, greyboard)

Metals

Rigid Plastic {containers)

Cardboard

Special
Recycling

Paper Napkins

Class

Film Plastic (bags, wrap)

Books

13.08%

Compostable food scraps

31.01%

TOTAL RECYCLABLES B
COMPOSTABLES

Garbage: Includes paper towels
from bathroom, milk and juice
cartons, candy wrappers,
straws, etc.

26.90% 28.3T%

e s T e
TOTAL GENERATED
(recyclables + garbage)

100.00% 100.00%

|Materials in Garbage:

Mixed Paper (mail, magazines,
newspaper, greyboard)

Metals

School & District:_Blanchet High School____ Hauler: ___
Date: _2/10/11_ Coordinator,__Dave Mucken

Tel.: Email.

Rigid Plastic (containers)

Cardboard

Paper Napkins

ass

Principal: # of Students: __

Lead Custodian:

Film Plastic (bags, wrap)

Books

Compostable food scraps

Garbage (unrecyclable)

How many bags of waste were collected and where did |
from? Mention any special circumstances that may hawe
the results:

|Mate|'lals in Garbage

Garbage: Size of cortainer. # of containers

Mixed Paper (mail, magazines,
newspaper, greyboard)

Metals

# of times dumpediweek: Costfdump

Recycling: Size of container: # of containe
# of times dun:FedMeek:

Rigid Plastic {containers)
ar ard

Cardboard: Size of container: # of contain
# of times dumpediweek:

Paper Napkins

ass

Yard Debris: Size of container: # of containel
# of times dumpediweek:

Film Plastic (bags, wrap)

Books

Compostable food scraps

Garbage (unrecyclable)

Directions: 1) Fillin the yellow boxes with weights ¢
2) Enter the information into the spreadsheet 3) Adjust
labels so that the titles align (in the two green worksheet

bottom of this spreadsheet). Last updated 8/6/09
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Weight of Waste

Mixed Pap_er (mail, Metals
magazines,
1%
newspaper, greyboard) Rigid Plastic

o% (containers)
18%

Garbage: Includes
paper towels from Cardboard
bathroom, milk and 4%
juice cartons, candy _
wrappers, straws, etc. Paper Napkins
27% %
Glass
Compostable food 0%

scraps _ _
320 Film Plastic (bags,

wrap)
6%




Volume of Waste

Mixed Paper (mail,
Garbage: Includes magazines,
paper towels from newspaper, greyboard)
bathroom, milk and 1%
juice cartons, candy Metals

wrappers, straws, etc. 1%
29%

Rigid Plastic
(containers)

0,
Compostable food 18%

scraps
9% Cardboard

4%

Paper Napkins
11%
Film Plastic (bags,
wrap)
17%







Questions???




Please email me if you would like me to send you...
*The “How to do a Waste Audit” document
*The “Waste Audit” spreadsheet

*This presentation

*Any other tools or calculators from the flash drive demo

Bailey Payne
Marion County Public Works
Environmental Services
(503) 588-5169 x 5991




