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Here’s a look at some important public health issues 

from last year and a preview of what to expect in 

2003. 

 

West Nile Virus (WNV) 
 

The 2002 WNV epidemic in the United States was 

the largest arborviral meningoencephalitis epidemic 

documented in the Western Hemisphere.  In 2002, a 

total of 3,389 human cases of WNV were reported 

compared with 149 during 1999-2001.  One human 

case in a California resident with no travel history 

(and no other documented WNV activity in the state), 

and a report of a WNV-infected horse in Washington 

indicate the complete transcontinental movement of 

WNV in a three year period.  The 2002 WNV  

epidemic included the first documented cases of   

person-to-person WNV transmission through organ 

transplantation, and blood products.  An intrauterine 

infection with WNV and laboratory-acquired  

infections with WNV were also reported. A   

poliomyelitis-like syndrome was first recognized in 

the United States last year among some patients with 

WNV meningoencephalitis who presented with acute 

flaccid paralysis. 

 

West Nile Virus was diagnosed in Marion County 

last year in a patient who had traveled to Oregon from 

a state with high levels of WNV activity.  WNV is 

expected to arrive for real in Oregon sometime in the 

spring or summer of  2003.  Bird and mosquito sur-

veillance will be important tools in detecting the arri-

val of WNV in our state.  In 2002, crows, blue jays 

and other members of the family Corvidae  

accounted for 90% of the WNV infections in birds 

and crows had the highest rate of  

infection. 
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Vital Statistics 
Quarter Ending: Dec. 2002 

4th Quarter 
2002        2001 

Year to Date 
2002        2001 

BIRTHS 

TOTAL DELIVERIES 
1165 1222 4885 4877 

Delivery in Hospital 1157 1218 4840 4834 

Teen Deliveries (10-17) 41 54 218 227 

DEATHS 

TOTAL 
627 641 2603 2482 

Medical Investigation 45 51 208 182 

Homicide 03 02 12 09 

Suicide 10 12 42 35 

Accident – MVA 05 08 13 29 

Accident – Other 07 04 43 33 

Natural / Undetermined / Pending 20 25 98 76 

Non-Medical Investigation (all natural) 582 590 2395 2300 

Infant Deaths 05 02 11 11 

Fetal Deaths 06 04 33 15 

COMMUNICABLE DISEASES 

E-Coli: 0157 
0 07 25 12 

Hepatitis A 0 01 08 16 

Acute Hepatitis B 02 08 11 29 

Chronic Hepatitis B 07 08 10 48 

Meningococcus 0 0 0 10 

Pertussis 03 06 03 12 

Tuberculosis 0 06 12 17 

SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASE 

    PID (Pelvic inflammatory Disease) 
03 01 09 16 

Chlamydia 248 223 633 789 

Gonorrhea 19 12 37 60 

AIDS 13 06 26 08 

11 N/A 48 N/A HIV Positive 




