




FY 2019-20 
Property Tax Program 

CAFFA Grant Application 
 

Purpose 
The 1989 Legislative Assembly enacted legislation which requires each county 

government to maintain an adequate assessment and taxation program.  The legislation 

included all of the property tax statutes and rules in the definition of compliance.  Each 

county is expected to develop and maintain a property tax system that sustains all 

identified activities at an adequate level.  To assist the county in this endeavor, the 

legislature provided funding from the state by means of a grant. 

 

Each county governing body is required to submit a summary of expenses, a staffing 

report, and a resolution as part of the Grant application.  For counties not in compliance, 

a plan must either be on file with the department or be submitted for department 

approval.  The plan should demonstrate that the county is using all available resources to 

achieve and maintain its assessment and taxation program at adequate levels.  Any county 

with program activities not in compliance may need to incorporate funding for additional 

program resources.  Counties are required to appropriate 100 percent of the approved 

expenditure level under ORS 294.456 in order to receive state grant funds. 

 

Preparation of Grant Application 
The property tax system is administered in several local government areas.  Many 

individuals  such as the Assessor, Tax Collector, Treasurer, Data Processing Manager and 

Clerk will need to participate in evaluating the current status of overall compliance.  The 

county governing body should not attempt to determine compliance levels without input 

from these officials.  The grant application forms must be submitted to the Department of 

Revenue by May 1, 2019. Amended applications must be submitted no later than June 1, 

2019. 

 
Five Year History in Marion County 

 
 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 

Certified Grant 
Expenditures 

$6,322,401 $5,927,017 $6,185,782 $6,377,177 $6,769,927 

Actual Grant 
Revenue 

$1,081,364 $1,001,695  $1,032,257 $982,128† $1,013,268* 

% of Revenue to 
Expenditures 

17.10% 16.90% 16.69% 15.40% 14.97% 

 
Certified Grant Expenditures include the materials and services and personnel budget for assessor and tax collection, as well as a 
calculated percentage of Information Technology Direct Charges to maintain the assessor’s office assessment and taxation system. 

Also included is a portion of the county clerk budget for the Board of Property Tax Appeals program expenditures, the allocation costs 

for the treasurer relating to tax distribution, and the cost of pay for six IT support staff: A GIS Analyst 1 @ 0.20 FTE, A GIS Analyst 
3 @ 0.25 FTE, 2 IT Systems Analysts @ 0.55 FTE, and 2 IT Managers @ 0.55 FTE.  

 

* Estimated figure using the most current information available from the Oregon Department of Revenue.  Derived by multiplying the 
FY19-20 County Assessment & Taxation Fund statewide forecasted revenue distribution total of $17,965,751 by the FY18-19 

distribution percentage for Marion County (0.0564). Grant revenue total divided by four indicates an estimated quarterly payment 

amount of $253,317. 
 

† FY2018-19 Actual Grant Revenue and percentage includes a forecasted amount for the 3rd and 4th quarter payment, and is subject to 

change.  
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Per Form 1:

Board of Property Tax Appeals increased by 0.10 FTE to more accurately represent the staffing 
needed for the appeals.

Dedicated IT services for A&T increased by 0.55 FTE due to increased IT staffing needs to accomplish 
the implementation of the new Assessment and Taxation system for Marion County.

Per Form 5, Tax Collection is one of four programs within the Assessor’s Office.

The Tax Collection office will hire three temporary staff from an external staffing agency to assist with 
processing property tax payments and returned mail. Each year, temporary staff are utilized from the 
third week in October when tax statements are generated and mailed, until approximately the third 
week of November. The temporary staffing budget for FY 19-20 is $11,000.
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The Tax Collection office receives the property tax payments through in-house remittance processing 
(20.8%), contractual lock box service (42.5%), an electronic data exchange with mortgage companies 
and real estate tax services (34.0%), and online via Official Payments Corp. (1.7%).

For indirect expenses on Form 7, Line 6A, Marion County has elected to use the percentage from its 
certified federal cost allocation plan and indirect cost rate proposal for fiscal year 2019-20 (the Plan), 
prepared in accordance with the provisions of 2 CFR 200, “Uniform Administrative Requirements, 
Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards.” 

The Plan allows an indirect cost rate of 16.48% for the Assessor’s Office as indicated in Schedule F on 
page 5 of the Plan. For this CAFFA grant application, the rate has been adjusted to 11.58% to reflect 
the fact that costs associated with the Department Apps cost pool have been included as direct costs 
under A&T Data Processing on Form 7, Column F of the CAFFA grant application. The adjusted rate 
was computed as follows [references to Plan schedules noted in brackets]:

Description and Indirect Cost Plan Page Reference                                       Original       Adjusted
Total indirect costs allocated to Assessor’s Office [Schedule A, page 1]     $783,865       $783,865
Less Dept Apps costs allocated to Assessor’s Office [Schedule 3.5, pg. 31]              0       -233,241
Total Indirect costs allocated to Assessor’s Office                                             $783,865    $550,624
Indirect cost rate base for Assessor’s Office [Schedule F, page 5]          $4,756,506       $4,756,506
Indirect cost rate for Assessor’s Office (allocated costs/base)                       16.48%       11.58%

Note: The Plan amount for Department Apps costs allocated to the Assessor’s Office differs from the 
amount included for A&T Data Processing on the CAFFA grant application because the Plan is based 
on FY 2017-18 audited amounts, whereas the CAFFA grant application is based on FY 2019-20 
budgeted amounts.
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 BEFORE THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

 FOR MARION COUNTY, OREGON  

 

In the matter of approving the Marion County )  

Assessment and Taxation Grant Application.  )   

 

 RESOLUTION No._____________   

This matter came before the Marion County Board of Commissioners at its regularly 

scheduled public meeting on May 22, 2019 to consider approving the application to the Oregon 

Department of Revenue to participate in its Assessment and Taxation Grant; 

WHEREAS, the state grant provides funding for counties to help them come into 

compliance or remain in compliance with ORS 308.027, 308.232, 308.234, Chapters 309, 310, 311, 

312, and  other laws requiring equity and uniformity in the system of property taxation; and 

WHEREAS, Marion County has undertaken a self-assessment of its compliance with the 

laws and rules that govern the Oregon property tax system and found that the county is generally in 

compliance with ORS 308.027, 308.232, 308.234, Chapters 309, 310, 311, 312, and other laws 

requiring equity and uniformity in the system of property taxation; now, therefore, 

IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED that Marion County agrees to appropriate the budgeted dollars 

based on 100 percent of the expenditures certified in the grant application in the amount of 

$6,844,288  and accepts that, if 100 percent is not appropriated, no grant shall be made to the county 

for the quarter in which the county is out of compliance; and 

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that the county designates Rachael Estill as the county 

contact person for the grant application.  Telephone: 503-588-5128, e-mail: restill@co.marion.or.us. 

 

 

mailto:restill@co.marion.or.us


 

DATED at Salem, Oregon, this ______ day of May, 2019. 

 

 

MARION COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

_____________________________________________ 

Chair  

 

_____________________________________________ 

Commissioner  

 

_____________________________________________ 

Commissioner   

 

 

 

original: clerk 

c:  assessor 
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